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I.—FOREIGN POLITICS. 


vuca. of the 30th June, says that all the followers of the 
The 1 itt Raja of Sikkim, ezoupt the Rani, are suffering from 
The Raja of Sikkim. diarrhoea, They cannot bear the climate of Dar- 


‘ling. Under these circumstances, it is the duty of Government to come to a 
speedy decision regarding His Highness the Raja of Sikkim. He has com- 
nitted no offence against the English, and he should not, therefore, be punished 
by being forced to reside in Darjeeling. 
9 The Sanjivani, of the 2nd July, says that Government has written a 
ean letter to the Amir Abdur Rahman, expressing its 
——o displeasure at the manner in which his General is 
onducting himself in regard to the Bajour tribe. But what if the letter fails 
to frighten the Amir? The matter is, indeed, one calculated to cause grave 


anxiety and alarm. 


II, —HoME ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


3, The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 5th July, says that the daroga 
CRE OFS Babu of the Khulna police having been recently 
eo "  deputed by the Deputy Magistrate of Khulna to 
enquire whether a village road, in respect of which a quarrel was going on, was 
public property or not, came to the mufassal and obliged the parties by means 
of threats to make up their quarrel. The writer has also learnt that the daroga 
Babu did not leave the mufassal with an empty pocket, but made both the parties 
py him handsomely for his trouble. , 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4, The Sahachar, of the 29th June, has the 
Mr. Phillips of Mymensingh. following in regard to Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of 
Mymensingh :— 


_ It will be difficult to find a man who would be able to give an adequate charac- 
terisation of Mr. Phillips. During his long career as a newspaper editor, the 
writer has known many native haters and many European officials in various stages 
of madness; but he has never known a man like Mr. Phillips. Reference is 
then made to the case against Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya, and the following 
remarks are made:—Mr. Phillips is not trying the case himself, and yet 
Mr, Hallifax, who is trying it, said more than once in open court that he was 
trying it in consultation with Mr. Phillips. The employment of barristers by 
~ defence has greatly offended Mr. Phillips, and he has actually addressed a 
etter to Mr. Monomohan Ghosh, accusing him of having sent telegrams on the 
subject of the case to the Governor-General and to men in England, and of 
ne quarrels between the local officials and the people, stating in conclusion 
- he would not allow such wicked tactics, This letter has been filed. with 
\ : records of the case. Mr. Monomohan Ghosh insisted on his reply to the 
— my also filed, but the Assistant Magistrate refused to do so. Mr. Phillips 
- called Mr. Ghosh a bad man, and Mr. Ghosh has characterised Mr. Phillips’ 
rg asfalse. Did anybody ever hear of a scene like this between a barrister 
~ Magistrate of a district? In Mr. Phillips’ opinion, the Judges of the 
if “Sha are half-witted men, and he accordingly gives them lectures in 
re Q the present case, he has shown how a barrister should be dealt with. 
af -. ten to one that if he had got the power, he would have destroyed rail- 
eg ne put a stop to communication by water, in order to prevent barristers 
see Foran. to Mymensingh. The writer never saw a scene like this. And if 
a nie = this become general, the people will come to lose their respect for 
ence in the Magistrates. Lord Roseberry justly said on a recent 


NAVAYUGA, 
June 30th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
July 2nd, 1892, 


BENGAL ExcHaNnGes 
GAZETTE, 


July 5th, 1892. 
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June 29th, 1892, 
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occasion that the British Empire does not rest on guns and ba 
army and the navy, but onits pate judicial and sdministrativs ayer oy - the 
are countries where absolutism still prevails, In Germany and Ryse here 
instance, the rulers possess unlimited power. But it is very different in I for 
where English rule has been established for 200 years, and the peonl oon 
come to regard themselves as English citizens. Inci ents, however still h 
in India which remind the people that the commission of acts of oppr may 
implying the exercise of unlimited power, 1s not an impossibility here. ye 
writer can nevertheless say that, generally speaking, those who are in ch , 
of the administration are good men, who do not like. to subject. the peo ee 
unnecessary. trouble. And it is for this reason that: when a M % mr te 
Mr. Phillips sets law and good sense at naught, people feel astounded and - 
is the country they live in a part ofthe British Empire, or is it a country 
just conquered by a hostile power? ¥ 


Before this Mymensingh case, it was the impression of the writer that Cases 
like it could not happen here: and if there had been a representative assemh] 
here, officials of Mr. Phillips’ type would have been punished. Government 
says that it 1s itself the representative of the people, and has no desire to 
dissatisfy them. But will not the people be discontented if the perpetrators of 
such oppression as is being just now committed in Mymensingh are not 
punished? It sometimes happens that an official is right in doing a thing, and 
the people wrong in condemning it. On such occasions it is the duty of the 
Government to support and protect the officials, But it is very reprehensible 
policy to support the acts of the officials in all cases without distinction; and 


the only effect of pursuing such a policy is to destroy the prestige of Government 
instead of increasing it. 


Will Sir Charles Elliott now suy whether the doing of such acts bya 
Magistrate increases or diminishes the prestige of the Civil Service? The 
Indiun Mirror newspaper says that it was the countenance given to him by Sir 
Charles Elliott that emboldened Mr. Phillips to beard even the Judges of the 
High Court. Thewriter cannot believe so much without proof. This is not the 
first time that Mr. Phillips has been acting in this way. During the admimistra- — 


s 


tion of Sir Steuart Bayley, he, in his capacity of Magistrate of Rajshehi, gave 


lectures in law to the Judges of the High Court.’ The question now is, ought 
such a man to be retained in the Civil Service? But Government, it seems, has 
taken oath, in the name of God, to a the very official against whom the 
public—especially the Bengali public—complains, Are then the interests of 
Government different from those of the people? Isit not the duty of the Govern 
ment to protect the people against oppression, no matter who the — 
of such oppression may be? In reply to the demands of the Congress, Govern- 
ment says that it is itself the representative of the ie. iy and the writer admits 
its representative character. But does it not voluntarily abandon that character 
by not taking into consideration specific charges preferred by the public against 
its officials ? Pa | sg 

The Lieutenant-Governor on the 5. The same. paper has the gy wake | ee i 
Syambazar riot case. The Lieutenant-Governor has found fault with 
Mr. Rampini for acquitting the last batch of defendants in the Syambazar a 
case. His Honour says that, as every one of those defendants was wound 
and taken to hospital by the police from the scene of the not, every one 
them was guilty; and though the verdict of the jury was in their favour, 
Judge should have referred their case to the High Court. It 1s certainly ran 
that the defendants in question were sent up from the scene of the riot, bub 
was not the complaint made from the very outset that the police made nee 
minate arrests after the real offenders had fled from the scene of the 
The police officers, for instance, actually set upon a bearded Brahman, Pape 
Brahman had to show his sacred thread before he was let off. ‘This 12 ps 
elicited in the course of the cross-examination, and the Judge concurred ain 
the verdict of not guilty given by the jury. If before making his pa 
against Mr. Rampini, the Lieutenant-Governor had read the papers OT wine 
with the case, he would have seen that the case furnished an instance ® the 
that the interests of the Government are not.always identical with those 0° all 


people. It is a most unwarrantable supposition of the Government that 4° 


ta i 


. he police are guilty. It is this impression in the mind of the 
gat wong or a led to the radial courts bale invested with a peculiar 
Considering the way in which criminal justice 1s being now 
administered, associations should: be established in every sub-division to watch 

‘nal trials; and whenever any failure of justice will occur the association 
Si sub-division in which it occurs should report the case in the newspapers. 
r all cases of this kind should be published every six months in the form of a 
vee and these publications should be sent to England, France and Russia. 
It will not do to distribute. them only in se get for as England is 
always anxious to learn what the rest of Europe thinks about her, the judgment 


Covernment that 
air of terrorism. 


be formed by the countries of continental Europe on the administration 
yg ie justice in India will have a most salutary effect on the disposition of 


3 ‘~s here, It is only by getting Europe to ridicule at it that the 
ow png? got rid of vk be ‘oleae possession of the minds of the 
ficials here, viz., that the infliction of heavy punishments on the people 1s the 
host means of protecting the Empire. 

6. The same paper has the following:— 
Charles Spencer is a European soldier. He 
was tried by the Allahabad High Court for having shot a native dead. A 
bullet was found in the body of the dead man; but a European jury nevertheless 
returned a verdict of not guilty. 


Take now another case:— : 


One Stewart isan indigo-planter in Bihar. Iyad Ali brought TY"; him the 
charge that he had shot at him. A bullet was found in Iyad Ali’s body, 
and exactly fitted the bore of ‘Mr. Stewart’s gun. But as usual, in such 
cases, the Magistrate who heard the case acquitted the defendant. Mr. Stewart 
then charged Iyad Ali with having brought a false charge against him, and Lyad 


Two criminal trials. 


Ali was sent by the Sessions Court to four years’ imprisonment. The sentence. 


has been appealed against. ©. 55 . 
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Mussulmaris are now very! much humoured by the authorities, and yet » 


this poor lyad Ali has: not: beew let off like Mr. Stewart,, This. ought to open 


the eyes of those Mussulmans: who still keep aloof from the ‘Congress, and who | 
think that officials like Sir Auckland Colvin regard them with favour. :Tyad, Ali : 
was not property defended; ut.:whatever defence -he got, was made -by a | 


Bengali Hindu pleader. °° : 


1, The Hitavddi, of the: 30th June, referring to the prosecution of Raja 
Suryya Kanta Acharyya, observes as follows:— 
er iam _sguinat Raje Garyye As the case is sud judice, the writer has no right 
ryya. ee . : . 
- ° to make any comments on it. The writer has read 
the history of the Moghul emperors, but he has found nowhere in that history 
a single instance of oppression of the people of this nation. If men of 
ability, like Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya, who stand at the head. of native 
society by reason of their wealth and influence, cannot escape oppression at the 
hands of the English, even with the help of a leading Calcutta barrister, one 
should easily see what the case must be in this respect with ordinary men. 
Yhat has become of that impartial administration of justice which is the pride 
of the English people, and where are those Judges gone who have been the 
glory of the British Raj? Have Englishmen forgotten those men, who, by 


ter kindness, dharma, and stern sense of justice, enabled them to found this 
vast empire ? 


8. The Navayuga, of the 30th June, has the following on the prosecution 
of Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya:— 


HivTavaDI, 
June 30th, 1892. 


NAVAYUGa, 


- June 30th, 1892, 


The 
Kanta es nof Raja Suryya . Jt seems from the reports of the case that the ~ 
Raja is guilty of no offence. The evidence of the - 


Rees for the prosecution has, up to this time, disclosed no offence whatever. 


; ut it seems from what has transpired during the trial that the Raja will not | 


L wholly acquitted. Mr. Phillips is known to be a man of education, while 
bi bein Suryya Kanta is a man of honesty and nobility of character. 


the case, it is hardly desirable that there should be a quarrel — 


m. If the prosecution is the result of any display of haughtiness 
t of the Raja, then it must be said that the Raja has done a ve 


© crocodil S col no one who must live under water should quarrel wit 
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BaNGaNIvVA8!, 
July lat, 1892. 


SARASWAT PaTRa, 
July 2nd, 1892, 


SANJIVANT, 
July 2nd, 1892. 


SANJIVANI. 


SaNJIVANI. 
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9. The Banganivdsi, of the Ist if uly, draws attention to the incon 
, . venience which is felt by witnesses ; at 
Witnesses in the High Court. Court for w ant of a waiting-room, A ay aigh 
in the verandahs will serve the purpose very well, and it igs hoped dat os 
Chief Justice will condescend to see that some such arrangement is : 


10. The Sdraswat Patra, of the 2nd July, says that the M sora we 
is, in point of fact, a case between the Government 


and the Raja. But the manner in which tho 
was instituted, and has been conducted, may lead one to conclude that Sous 
ment is in no way concerned in the matter, and. the case is one between a 
Magistrate, Mr. Phillips, and the Raja, Whether one takes into account birth 
rank, or wealth, the Raja is one of the leading personages in Mymensinoh, 
Government has decorated him with the title of Raja. And dno als 
readily believe that the hand which has exalted him so high should hurl him q 
low. The public are consequently of opinion that the Magistrate is the cays 
of all this trouble to the Raja, and hence their sympathy with the latter, 

11. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd July, has the following :— 

Last year there was so large a decrease in tho 
income of the Calcutta Police Courts that it was 
nop not sufficient even to meet the expenditure incurred _ 
on their account. The Lieutenant-Governor, who always keeps a sharp eye on 
the Government’s finances, has, in commenting on this fact, said that this 
decrease of income is owing-to the action of the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
in having acquitted a large number of accused persons, and passed on many 
others sentences of imprisonment in lieu of fines. His Honour has highly 
praised Nawab Amir Hossein for the large number of convictions in the cases 
tried by him. His Honour has hit on a novel plan. He does not praise 
judicial officers for the way they do their work, but praises them for the number | 
of convictions attained in the cases which are tried by them. It is for this 
reason that pieingent orders huve been given to the Deputy Magistrates in the 
mufassal to work day and night, and promptly dispose of cases, and to keep — 
paca ge: elear. -, District Judges, too, have given similar instructions to the © 
munsifs subordinate to them. ‘And the Munsifs will undoubtedly give effect to 


Aww 


The Mymensingh case. 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
Presidency Magistrates. 


the wishes of the. Lieutenant-Governor in this matter. But neither His Honour 


nor the subordinate judiciary seem to be aware that such hasty disposal of cases 
often results in failure of justice. Considering that His Honour praisesa — 
Judicial Officer only if the latter can show a large number of convictions, there 
is very little expectation that the people will enjoy the benefit of an impartial 
administration of justice. | emunsd ee 
12. The same paper has the following on the Mymensing case :—In this 
a case Mr. Phillips himself is the plaintiff, and yet 
oe —— ot Raja Suryya Mr. Hallifax, who tried the case, tried it under i 
oe structions from Mr. Phillips. At Mr. Phillips bid- 
ding he ordered the Raja to stand in the prisoner’s dock, and again under 
Mr. Phillips’ instructions asked the Raja the next day to take his seat m Court. 
What a puppet Judge is Mr. Hallifax ? The Raja is not a cowardly gamindar, — 
and will doubtless appeal against the sentence passed upon him by that Pup 
Judge. But the manner in which Mr. Hallifax, as the presiding officer © a 
English Court of Justice, has shown his meanness, and the way in which : 
entered into machinations for humiliating the Raja and punished him m 
absence of an iota of evidence against him, are things for which everybody 
cry shame upon that officer. He will be despised by everybody 4s +e 
Judge. The principle which underlies the adwinistration of crimina Fence. 
is that punishment should be inflicted upon the man who commits an M, Raja 
There is no evidence that the closing of the drain was ordered by te we 
His manager, Mr. Dombal, says that it was he, and not the Raja, who orde’ 
the closing of the drain. And yet it is the Raja who is punished for 
the drain ! People will henceforward call Mr. Hallifax a puppet J pr ae has 
13. The same paper has the following :—Mr. Phillips’ eubber the ca 
reached its climax in Mymensingh. In ‘as Cot 
Mr. Phillips in the Mymensingh against Raja Suryya Kanta Achasyy* he hi lev 
case, “aENgBY . led upon the 18%; 
mitted contempt of Court, tram t Nhipe freaks 
and brought deep disgrace on the name of British justice. . Ph the great 
have become the law and criminal justice in Mymensingh. It 
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English rule that under it not even the murderer of Lord Mayo could : 


lory of ‘ .- oes " 
fe executed without a judicial trial. But in Mymensingh the law is no longer 


held in respect. We have seen in Raja Suryya Kanta’s case t 
the Raja’s trial was being proceeded with on the charge = hasten th i 


public drain, Mr. Phillips caused the re-excavation of the drain with the aid of 


coolies and armed policemen. If this is not contempt of court, we do not 


know what is. Such a high-handed man should not be allowed to go scot free 


If he takes leave and flies from Mymensin he. wi 
place, and again give evidence of his sm dis oma” Ra ome see 
nath of Nator had not pardoned him, when he was Magistrate ‘ ala J ong 
would have got a good lesson, and would not have ventured t : jshahi, he 
ions in Mymensingh. And if he is let off this ti to commit oppres- 
sions elsewhere. ime, he will commit oppres- 
We have a word to say to G 
toon satisfied with Mr. Phillips —— A Yl days back we should have 
will wal satisfy us now. If an oppressive and grog es ge a — 
Phillips does not receive condi -DECARING. OLICIA’ Ake os 
will receive a rude shock. We fig ener " roy in British justice 
upon Mr. Phillips this time. His oppressions will “ns ct severe punishment 
not be adequately punished, if he is not deprived of he mag and his guilt will 
We know the Lieutenant-Governor to be ag of Ro Maas 9 nile 
never does an cibet in wade teboee @ over of justice ; to be a man who 
~ — adequate punishment at Fog onl le mai a 
e same paper contains an article headed : “ EARFUL 
THE BREAK UP OF va they pag a ae. 
SION OF THE PILGRIMS; SAL a 
PILGRIMS : IMPRISONMENT OF THE VENDORS ; THEIR A ; SALE OF FOOD TO HUNGRY 
tothe action of Government in directing th cok on Se a ae 
consequence of the appearance of i . . L%? of the Hurdwar mela, in 
that the authorities were not to blame for h or tak a Sve 
open to objection was the cruel and inconsid aaa 8 _ a. Waek whe 
of Government to disperse the gatherin pec yer ag tee Dg cecision 
however, refer to that question now 2 re ya out. The. writer will not, 
Tharmion, Joint Magistieke of Sehertagers, pase ‘wit impelsoament, two 
men who had sol anpore, punished with imprisonment tw 
, ad sold food to some of the hun ilorims, i P. owe 
ment's prohibition to sell food to them on thei gry pilgrims, in spite of Govern- 
appeal the Sessions Judge and the High ae oe Hee See. vs 
and acquitted the prisoners. ‘Th e High Court have annulled the sentences 
observations :— “ e writer concludes by making the following 
The Sessions Judge and 
ve th . ‘ 
doing justice in this del Neal sg bane have earned public gratitude by 
put in the publin mind.” ‘There is evidence on olf ides thab tamey, Maghaleates 
He attempting to trample on the law oa a on all sides that many Magistrates 
pret (the land of the lawless Burm ere India into a veritable Magh 
n which Magistrates bent u : ese) ; many instances are being noticed 
o law. If Government Ps ty panes a person are found to disregard 
* Ti tegen ll s not take prompt steps to punish such offi 
ha SC LO Have any confide cers, 
hppens, there will be fearful troubles in the co coed My ge Mle PB 
od wil Cd i i gs -" * wd country and the glory of English 
ment on reckless officers like Mr. Th, iar necessary to inflict severe 
15, The Prakriti, of the 2nd Jul 
. Achaw. ° ee roseeution of Raja Leth Boe 
indigniti . ymea — | 
by the in indignities to which Raja Suryya Kanta Achar i . i 
cath ae Goins a P oan Nos Ba judicial va Ay of Me Hellitex 
under the Briti ‘character. Does Mr. Hallifax think that he 1 Lot i 
Mr. Hallif ritish Raj? It is doubtful whether or not such j toc hype piocsdals 
Mussulos ax has been guilty of would have been such judicial vagary as 
ee ny ve been tolerated even und 
ee OT re S 
& wi ' 
Acharyya can “wt ess = be stopped. When a man like Raja ean poe 
ed by the officials in this way, one need not be told how 


Two sentences set aside. 


The prosec ti ° 
Kanta Acharyy sg of Bays Guryys lo 


SANJIVANI, 
July 2nd, 1892. 


PRAERITI, 
July 2nd, 1892, 
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‘much fear poor people in the mufassal must have of official oppression an 


HITAKARI, 
July 3rd, 1892. 


Dacca PrRaKa’SH, 
July 3rd, 1892. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHA’R 
CHANDRIKA, 


July 3rd, 1892. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
July 4th, 1892, 
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ad 


handedness. Sir Charles Elliott is reported to bea just and impartial meal. 
) 


the writer is waiting to see how His Honour deals with the present oq 
Phillips’ oppressions have created quite a panic in Mymensingh, and we = 
the Lieutenant-Governor comes to the rescue of the M menain fh — 
stain is sure to be cast on the English administration in India, poopie a 
It appeared in the course of the trial that the Chairman of the Mymensi 
Municipality did not give Mr. Phillips permission to prosecute. Has. the a 
Phillips thus insulted and oppressed the Raja in the plenitude of hi rhage 


2 ee “ag : 
Magistrate of the district? In the opinion of the writer, no case iis te 


roved against the Raja. No one deposed to the effect that the Raj 
: the drain and built a wall along it without the permission Peat 
cipality. As for the nuisance which is stated to have been caused } ‘/ 
filling up of the drain, that remained absolutely unproved. That the drain on 
filled up with the permission of the municipalty is clear from the deposition 
of the witnesses on the side of the prosecution. It was also proved by Mr 
Dombal’s evidence that the drain was filled up and the wall constructed by ™ 
order, and not by the order of the Raja. Ought not the Raja, under these circus. 
tance, to have been acquitted? As for Mr. Hallifax, he made the Raja stand in 
the dock on the first day of his attendance in Court withthe deliberate object of 
insulting him. This is clear from the fact that on that day other people were 
examined and no question was put to the Raja, And not this only, But 
Mr. Hallifax, whilst overruling all the objections raised by Mr. Monomohan 
Ghosh, granted many of the urgent prayers of the pleader for the prosecution, 
The writer is anxious to see how the Lieutenant-Governor deals with the case. 
16. The Hitakari, of the 3rd July, cannot understand the meaning of the 
Me. Phillips of Myennsingh. hue-and-cry raised against Mr. Phillips in the whole 
native Press, with the single exception of that 
of Mymensingh. If Mr. Phillips is really oppressing the zamindars and the people 
of Mymensingh, why is the local Press silent in the matter? And why do not 
the people of Mymensingh seek for redress of their grievances from the 
Lieutenant-Governor, or the Viceroy, or the British Parliament itself? 
47%. A correspondent. of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 3rd July, says that as 
| sages he has not yet been able to get the papers of the 
Bed Se of Raja Suryya case against Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya, he can- 
aryya. : : 
not speak to the merits of the trial. But he can say 
this much, that a case like this in which a Raja has been insulted and fined for 
the trifling offence of closing an ordinary drain and for not constructing s 
pucka drain in its place, never before occurred in India. It has not been proved 
that any mischief has resulted from the closing of the drain. The Raja Bahadur 
will leave Mymensingh for Calcutta at once, probably because he is unwilling to 
reside in a place where so much lawlessness wes It is rumoured that the 
Divisional Commissioner will soon visit Mymensingh in connection with the case. 
18. Referring to the sentence passed on Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyys by 
Mr. Phillips Mr. Hallifax, Assistant Magistrate of Mymensingl, 
the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 3rd vu 
says that many Magistrates pass such sentences with a view to prevent appea 
But a motion in the High Court cannot be prevented by this means. Mr. 
Phillips created quite a sensation by constantly sending orders to the tym 
Magistrate and communicating advice to him. And not content with thet, 
Mr. Phillips wrote to the Englishman newspaper, venting his displeasure against 
the counsel for the defence. If His Honour does not teach a lesson to this o! 
offender, Mr. Phillips, he will be blamed by the whole country, and people ' 
openly say that the Lieutenant-Governor is determined to treat the 
with great indulgence. | at 
19. The Dacca Gagette, of the 4th July, says that the Criminal - 
The Deputy Magistrate of Mun 2 sear. he) Re ee ee or once 
oon 2 “e.g ne - the notoriety that no accused person, 
See brought within its four walls, is allowed to 70 awe 
unpunished. The Deputy Magistrate is said to make it a point to dis! nr 
witnesses for the defence. This is certainly very bad, if true. It 1s also for 
that the Deputy Magistrate is a little too prone to entertaim appliennn 
binding people down in personal recognizance for keeping the peace, 


3  & 


( 679 ) 


av not be the slightest ground for requiring such recognizance. 
ont oe of pking sascndinaset has proved a real hardship to the people, 
: i the Deputy Magistrate should see his way to stop it. 
28 9), The same paper says that the people have lost their old faith in the 
uprightness of the British courts of justice, and 
have begun to believe that the old Kdzz justice has 
appeared in this province under British rule. It will not be for the good of 
he Buglish rulers if this state of things is allowed to continue. Raja Suryya 
om -; an educated and independent man who wishes well to his country and 
‘s loved by his countrymen. When the Government itself has thought it right 
to honour him in recugnition of his services to his country, 1s it proper that one 


of its officials should be allowed to disgrace him? It is hoped that Sir Charles 


Elliott will not connive at all this. 
21. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 4th July, says that great 
inconvenience has resulted from changing the day 
of the sitting of the Honorary Bench of Santipur 
from Monday to Thursday. When Monday was the bench day, suitors could 
get the services of the local pleaders ata trifling cost, for the pleaders then left 
for Ranaghat after having disposed of the bench cases on Monday. But now 
parties have to- bring down pleaders from Ranaghat, and pay them Rs. 3, Rs, 4 
or Rs. 5 as carriage hire. The Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat and the Magis- 


trate of Nadia are asked to remove this inconvenience by restoring the old bench 
day. 


The Mymensingh case. 


The Santipur Honorary Bench. 


7 oe 22. The Gramvast, of the 4th July, has the 
— are. of Raja Suryy® following on the prosecution of Raja Suryya Kanta 
Acharyya :— 

This case was instituted simply to prove who is the greater man, 
Mr. Phillips or Raja Suryya Kanta? By fair means and foul, by coaxing and 
counselling the Assistant Magistrate, Mr. i a has succeeded in punishing the 
Raja, which means that the Raja is absolutely powerless before Mr. Phillips. 


Why did not the Raja fall at Mr. Phillips’ feet, ask pardon of him, and stand : 
at the door of his house offering him salaam after salaam? Why did not the 


Raja try to propitiate him by sending presents to his wife? Instead of doing 
that, the Raja engaged barristers, and telegraphed to the Lieutenant-Governor 
a3 if to show what a grand Raja he was. But do what he may, it has been a 
mstake on his part not to fallat Mr. Phillips’ feet. The case has now been 


decided, and the writer is sorry to see that even such things are possible in 
British India. | 


Executive encroachment on the 23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
7 6th July, has the following :— 


It seems that it has of late become the policy of Government to increase 


: ® power of the Executive at the expense of the High Courts. This is proved 
y the following facts and considerations :— 


, i. The jurisdiction of the Courts is being narrowed in all recent legisla- 
ion. This is admitted by writers in the Englishman newspaper. 
2. When the High Courts rebuke a Magistrate, or any other executive 
y Ticovernment, instead of punishing him, often rewards him. As Magistrate 
ajshahi, Mr, Phillips repeatedly insulted the High Court, and was more 
zi _—_ rebuked by that Court. But he is, nevertheless, now Raja of Mymen- 
60, and a great favourite with the Government of Bengal. Many such 
stances can be given. 
ss Mr. Wheeler was found guilty by the High Court of the North-Western 
i ha and the special Commission which tried him, but the Viceroy and the 
oh t of his Council have acquitted him. From this, the people see that the 
er Ourts have lost their former prestige, 
ai any experienced English Barristers say that it being the object of 
on ont to curtail the powers of the High Court, men the late Sir 
; om are not now appointed as Judges of these Courts. 
ill, bo for a long time past become the practice of the Lieutenant- 
by the HH; . engal to take exception to the administration of criminal justice 
Court ;, 8 Court. And even the administration of Civil Justice by that 


‘at times found fault with. During the administration of Sir hives 
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GRAMVASI, 
July 4th, 1892. 
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CHANDRIEA, 


July 6th, 1892. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
July 6th, 1892. 
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Thompson, the High Court protested against a Government Resolution contain 
ing strictures upon its administration of Justice, and the matter led to a quare 
between Government and the High Court; but nothing came of it. The _ 
Viceroy of India was in duty bound to rebuke the Lieutenant-Governor - he o 
the object of Government was to curtail the powers of the High Court, His 


Excellency did nothing of the kind. 


6. How is it that Sir Comer Petheram is not resenting this encroachment 


by the Executive on the powers of the High Court? As Chief Justice of the 
Allahabad High Court, he shewed judicial independence in the Laidman-Hearso 

case, and how is it that he is doing nothing of the kind now as Chief Justice.¢f 
the Calcutta High Court? In the Laidman-Hearsey. affair the then Lieutenant. 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces secretly tried to curtail the indepen. 
dence of the High Court, and that created dissatisfaction among the Anglo. 
Indians. But how is it that the Anglo-Indians are now overlooking overt 
attempts of the Executive in the same direction? How is it that Sir Comer 


is not dealing with the case of Mr. Phillips in the same way as he dealt with 
the Laidman case? 


7. Many think that the Government in England is at the bottom of all 
these attempts to increase the powers of the Executive at the expense of the 
High Courts. And it is stated, with much show of reason, that this is why the 
number of independent Judges in the High Court is being reduced, and the pay 
of those Judges has been reduced. But the writer is not an Anglo-Indian, val 
does not therefore consider it prudent to discuss such matters. But this much is 


certain that many Judges of the High Court are now found to be anxious to 
humour Government. 


The Anglo-Indians ought to do their best to agitate against this curtailment 
of the powers of the Courts. They should bear in mind that the more the power 
of the Courts is curtailed, the greater will be the inconvenience to which the 
public will be subjected, and the Anglo-Indians themselves must take their share 
of the inconvenience. ' As for the people of India they can put up with anything 
and everything,’ and there can be no dowbt that: they. will do so, but the free sons 
of free Britain are not surely constituted like them. Government aims at bring: | 
ing all the Courts under its control, for Mr: Phillips-says that unless that is done, 
the work of administration cannot be carried smoothly on. its | 

24, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 6th July, says that the Benches of Honorary 

ae Magistrates in the mufassal are generally composed 

_aanet Se Magistrates of illiterate men who are easily influenced. Th 

ends of justice are therefore hardly attamed i 

these Courts. Instead of keeping up these shams, Government would do wel 
to abolish them and have all judicial work done by a paid judiciary. 


25. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th July, says that Mr. 
Mr. Phillips’ explanation in th ~hillips is sontinnen pir | in i areensing 
. si © newspaper to explain his conduct in the 
catia case. He 1s fies a all sorts of things in his i 08 
tion, and is leaving nothing unsaid which can in the least help to sang ot 
from blame. An analysis of Mr. Phillips’ letters will clearly show that they 
speak to the following points :— 


(1) Mr. Phillips did not believe Raja Suryya Kanta’s words as previous 
_ Magistrates of Mymensingh used to do. sips? propos 
(2) The Raja made great delay in carrying out Mr. Phillips P vile, 
to him regarding the act path, and the drain near 
and this made Mr. Phillips very angry. ee 
(3) Mr. Phillips somehow came to believe that the Raja did not mem 
to fulfil his promise. ; ra 
(4) Mr. Phillips somehow or other got it into his head that pape 
did not fear him, and was therefore not in a hurry 


0 
Pe tne the 
out his orders; and this belief on Mr. Phillips’ part ¥%® 


cause of the whole mischief. : was {0 

(5) Mr. Phillips’ object in instituting the case agains ae District 

harass him, and thus to uphold his own sec ee tell. 
Magistrate, and the prestige of the British Govern™ 
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: Phillips had any other object in instituting the case is not 

ys 4 he sxplanation in the Englishes. It is also clear from his letters 
a ¥ er that in trying the case the Assistant Magistrate had all along 
; vided by the orders of the Magistrate, and that, though sitting in judg- 
. a the case, the Assistant Magistrate exercised no judgment or discre- 
og i his own whatever. It is clear, too, that the Magistrate of a district 
- mn every possible control over his Subordinate Magistrates, and that the 
vagistrato of a district is the Badshah of his district, and his assistants ‘are its 


Naas, But in many districts, the Magistrate is the lord, and his subordinates | 


. it rs. ; pe — | E ey 
“ Me Phillips letters also prove him to be an ‘impulsive and_hot-tempered 


nan—a man determined to stand upon his own point, and fond of ‘prestige, — 


+ ‘3also clear that the agitation iu the Press against his conduct at Mymen- 
oy rom “frightened him, and made him rush into print: in self-defence. 
This is good no doubt. It is a matter for congratulation that a civilian has 
come to understand the real value of the Press, - 

Mr. Phillips’ long explanation in the Englishman has failed to satisfy the 
public that he is not to blame in the Suryya Kanta affair. | 


(d)—Ldlucation. 


96, The Pratikar, of the lst July, is amazed at the indifference of 
Government in the matter of the Berhampore 
College. Maharani Swarnamayi took over charge 
of the College for a period of five years, and on the expiration of that period on 
the 26th June last, she expressed a desire to havo permanent charge of the 
College and telegraphed to Government to that effect. But after much 
delay, Government has informed the Maharani that until a permanent settlement 
is made, the existing arrangements will remain in force. Considering the 
simal generosity of the Maharani, which prompts her to undertake such an 
‘expensive charge, this hesitation on the part of Government, is.really un- 


The Berhampore College. 


accountable, Must this, too, be. regarded as qne of the requirements, of. statesr 


mansbip ? 


_ of the list of text-books for the, upper primary 

Meter uct the Upper Phi: examination. Under the rules the list should be 
ublished at the commencement of every year; but 

thanks to the business capacities of the Inspectors of Schools the list is often 
published late. ‘This used to be the case also in respect to the middle vernacu- 


lar examination, so long as text-books for that examination were left to be 


telected by the Inspectors of Schools. There is no reason why text-books for 
the upper primary examination should not be announced two years before the 
date of that examination, as is done in the case of the Entrance, the Middle 
Vernacular, and other examinations. | 

*8. The Hitakart, of the 3rd July, says that there is nothing to be sorry 

The Krishnagar College for in the decision of the Government of Bengal to 
Tk sever its connection with the Krishnagar College. 
“hat the College hasdone much good in the past is undeniable, for it has turned 
"e men like Professor Umes Chandra Dutt; the late Rai Bishnu Chandra Dutt, 
rare the well-known pleader Babu Mohini Mohan Rai; Rai Kalicharan 
ey Bahadur, Deputy Collector; Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji, Bahadur : 
“e ee son of the goddess of learning, the late Babu Raj Krishna Mukerji; 
ot tinguished indigo-planter Babu Prasanna Chandra Rai; Rai Kalika Das 
,, “2, Bahadur, the Dewan of the Kuch Bihar State; Dr. Kali Charan Lahiri ; 
sera mohan Ghosh ; and Mr. LalmohanGhosh. Many gs think that the 
ae nee of Government’s connection with the College will prove fatal to its 
thi — But the writer thinks otherwise; for it is time for the people of 
i oe? to learn self-reliance, and the case of the Krishnagar College gives 
"nu be pportunity for taking their first.lesson in the poo of that virtue. 
I hate’, 4a l very well to aspire to the membership of a Local Board or a 
w pyedl card, to the Commissionership, Chairmanship or Vice-Chairmanshi 
of men, we st But, besides a little personal aggrandisement of a handf 


ons of this kind do nogood whatever. Let the efforts, therefore, 


hee PEP ei ALT. So RUdh dpad glia oy ui ia JiQhi ty ss fbb tas eit di 
27, The Prakriti, of the 2nd July, gomplains, of delay, in, the, publication ; 


PRATIKAR, 
July lst, 1892. 


PRAKERI‘!, 
July 2nd, 1892. 


H1TaKaRBl, 
July 3rd, 1892. 


DaINIK-0-SaMACHAB, 
CHANDRIKA, 


July 3rd, 1892, 


CHARUVARTA, 
June 27th, 1892, 


t oe 


which are made to achieye such aspirations be combined, and the | 

of money that are literally squandered on trifles be collected togethers Sums 

fulfilment of this one object, the maintenance of the Krishnagar Colle the 
rivate enterprise, and the public will see that the glory of that old ; ‘a 

hes been preserved undiminished. Let a fund be raised at once, and let the 100 

ceeds of that fund go to’ meet the expenses of the College, and the lif, a 

institution will be ensured. ) e 


29. The Dianik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 3rd July, 


’ 


. says that 
Ee i Faculty of the Calcutta University naar hey fe 
Sir Prederick Pollock as Tagore aol] by appointing Sir Frederick | Pollock @ 
Law Professor... Tioore Law Profes . OCK t0 the 
‘agore La; Professorship for the present session, 
In no other University in the world’ is a a oad imported to filla chai 
The precedent created by the appointment of a foreigner will enable Europes 
Professors to monopolise the post. But it was certainly not the intention of the 
founder of the Professorship that it should be‘so. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


30. The Charuvarta, of the 27th June, draws attention to the bad cond: 


tion of the drains in Sherpur town in the Mymen. 
town in the Mymensingh distri, Singh district, and says:— 
In the centre of the town is a bazar calle 
Kalirbazar, the sewage of which used to be emptied by a drain running along 
the eastern side of the bazar towards the south. Lately the zamindars, Mani- 
karnika Chaudhurani, Govinda Kumar Chaudhuri, and Harendra Kumar Chav. 
huri, excavated a tank which obstructed the drainage channel and serious! 
interfered with the drainage of this part of the town. On the 30th April last, the 
shopkeepers of Kalirbazar submitted a petition to the municipality, drawing its 
attention to the obstruction caused to the drainage by the tank and the con- 
sequent unhealthiness of the place. The municipal authorities, however, took 
no notice of the matter, and the reeent downpours completely flooded the baz: 


andthe neighbourhood. The; people were sérionsly; inconvetiensed by the 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
June 28th, 1892. 


water standing for some days at. @ considerable height above the level of the 
round, till a shop-keeper, Krishna Prasad Karmakar, whose wife and newly- 
rn child were greatly suffering in. consequence of the submerging of their room, 
informed the Sub-divisional Officer of Jamalpur of his condition by a telegram, 
on the receipt of which that Officer sent orders to, the police to ope the 
drains immediately, The municipality at last came to their senses and ope 
out a new drain without, however, taking any notice whatever of the obsint 
tion caused to the old drain, although the municipal overseer certified that he 
new drain would not serve the purpose so effectually as the old drain. 


31. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 28th June, has the following regarding 


| f the Dawe 
A Damodar ferry. = Seniagon ferry on the bank of the 


The ferry which was formerly a third class ferry has now been mee 
second class ferry. But the only effect of this change has been the venconyet 
the charge which is levied on people using the ferry. In all other respects u 
ferry remains the same as before. The ferry service has become very _ 
factory under the present ijardar, who does not care to carry out the con - 
of his lease. Passengers are often, for nothing, detained on the bank beet 
being ferried over the river. No rest-house for the use of passengers pi 
constructed on the bank. Is not the ijardar bound, under his conte stages 
struct @ rest-house? No landing-stages or slopes leading to such land Ens 
have been constructed on any side of the ferry, and passengers have 80 caus 
to land in knee-deep or waist-deep water and to wade through water ants 1 
deep in order to get on board the boat. There are no proper arrangem 
the conveyance of passengers and goods, and passengers’ oods, 

&c., are all carried in the same boat. Under the contract, ts, Conse 
to ply three boats, but he has, up to this time, engages only two ar to I 
dering the large number of passengers who use the , there ought (0 | 
boats plying at it. And if, as an alternative, the ijardar sets apart two ; 
for the use of passengers and one for goods, much of the 


( 688 ) 


rienced by the public will be removed. The ijardar is bound, under the con- 
a to write in figures, on the outside of a boat, the number of passengers, 
nay number of maunds of goods which it is authorised to . But no 
es es giving such information are visible on any one of his boats. I'he writer 
se say whether or not his boats are of the required capacity. One of his 
moan boats is in a state of disrepair; so that water enters into it through the 
seams of the planks. It is hoped that the authorities will look to the matter. 
99 The same paper says that the sum of Ks. 1,000, which the District Borpwan Saysivanr, 
Board of Burdwan has made over to the Local June 2th, 1602 
Grants of money by the District Board for the excavation of wells and the re-exca- 
Board of Burdwan. _, vation of tanks, will prove a very inadequate grant. 
Similarly the sum of Rs. 2,000, which the District Board has made over for the 
purpose of constructing village roads, will prove wholly inadequate. The Local 
Board has eight thanas under it, each with several villages within its jurisdic- 
tion. The two sums given will therefore prove wholly inadequate to carry out 
the objects for which they have been respectively granted. 
33, A correspondent of the Pratikar, of the lst July, calling himself an —Pramar, 
eye-witness, complains of the mismanagement of Jy !*t, 1892 
the Berhampore Charitable Dispensary, and gives an 
aceount of the way in which patients are treated 
there. On Friday, the 24th June, a young man, aged about 18 or 19, by name 
Gopal Chandra Adhikari, had a fall from his horse. At about 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon he was carried to the hospital in a senseless state, He was laid down 
on a piece of blanket on the verandah and kept in that condition till 6 p.m. 
Upon intimation received by the doctor in charge of‘ the hospital, he came to 
see the wan and ordered his head to be shaved and ice to be.applied to it. The 
doctor was now sent for by a rich man, and he at once left the poor patient. 
The father-in-law of the young man came to the hospital, and was told that the 
case was & hopeless one. Upon this he expressed his wish to carry the patient 
home, and the doctor gave him permission to do so. | 


Chk Quastions affecting the land 


The Berhampore Charitable 
Dispensary. 


¥ 


to Mr. Phillips’ letter to’ Governmént on the occupancy  —Banaavusr, 
Lio) pighht casein the Alapsinha parganz of the Mymen- = °¥'y 2nd, 18%. 
ue ,gooupaney . Tight in, the iginich district, lately Aeeided by the High Court on 
ear appeal, the Bangavasi, of the 2nd’ July, ‘says that, 
according to that officer, the zamihdar in the case is a zubberdust one, who has 
won the case in the High Court simply by superior management, but the fact 
is that the raiyats of that pargana have enjoyed from time immemorial the 
privilege of transferring their occupancy rights in raiyati jotes, and it is only 
since the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act that the zamindars have been 
objecting to the practice, and preventing purchasers of raiyati jotes from taking 
possession thereof. Mr. Phillips thinks that a custom which has existed from 
ime immemorial ought not to be considered defeated by a custom of only a few 
years’ standing. | 
: One thing is clear from these remarks of Mr. Phillips; it is that the Bengal 
Meme Act has destroved much of the friendly and kindly feeling which 
crmerly existed between the zamindar and the raiyat. 
- am - Phillips has drawn in his letter a frightful picture of the oppression 
; . is committed by the zamindars on the raiyats. It is undoubtedly the 
7 y of the Sovereign to protect the weak from oppression by the strong, but 
well authorities should not perform that duty of theirs by creatin enmity 
een the weak and the strong, by setting raiyat against wee a The 
iw will be glad to see the zamindar, the raiyat, and the Government all 
U8 0 re-establish the old kindly feelings between the land-holding and the 
cultivating classes 
"a ha Phillips has taken up the cause of the raiyat. This is certainly good, 
ele dos ought to be protected against oppression at any cost. But, in 
akin 4° the cause of the raiyat, the Collector should not forget that the 
‘ a3 bn form a class of Her Majesty’s subjects, and that it is his duty to 
enmity “* - ish sendy —. between the two classes, and not to create 


ove for the retest r. Phillips’ letter, however, savours rather strongly of 


34. Referring 


Bes Sw 
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(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


85. The Hitavadi, of the 30th June, looks upon the excavation of thals ag 


a better means of preventing the occurren 
K Ra; : é c 
ew famine than the construction of railways, Railways 
it is true, do much in this direction, but when, as in this year, there is a eneral 


failure of the crops all over the country, they can do nothing towards relieyin 
distress. Moreover, it is difficult to reach remote villages by means of railways 
The cost of carrying goods by rail is also high. For this reason the railways 
have not been able to monopolise the carrying trade of the country and the 
water-route is preferred, whenever possible, for the purpose of carrying goods 
Again, by obstructing the drainage of the country, an thereby giving rise 6 
malarious fever, the railways have done great mischief to the country, for more 
people now die of this fever than on account of scarcity of food. This mischief 
can be stopped only by excavating khals and joining + See with rivers. If this 
is done, obstruction to drainage will be removed, failure of the crops on 
account of deficient rainfall will be prevented, facilities will be given to the 
reclaming of lands now lying waste for want of water, and the wealth of the © 
country will increase in consequence of an almost unlimited growth of fish. 
36. A correspondent of — te . ee 30th June, says that though 
ne the people of Baliadanga near Santipur in th 

A road in the Nadia district. district of Nadia, are i the road cm regularly, 
they cannot enjoy the benefit of good roads. The condition of the road from 
Baliadinga to Santipur is miserable in the extreme. Water accumulates on the 
road after a heavy shower. Leaves from trees on both sides of the road fall in- 
to this water and rot, and the stench becomes unbearable. 


37. A correspondent of the Bangavasi, of the 2nd July, contradicts, in 
) certain points, the report published in the Bangavasi 
a railway accident at Dinaj- of the 18th June last, of the late railway accident at 


_Dinajpur. The correspondent says that an acci- 
dent did occur at the Dinajpur station on the night mentioned in the Bangarasi, 


but that, beyond causing serious damage to some goods wagons attached to each 


train and slight injuries to some sixteen or seventeen passengers, the accident 
caused no other harm. ‘The District Superintendent of Police, together with 
many other police officers, was on the spot immediately after the accident, and 
it was therefore impossible for the railway authorities to remove some twenty or 
twenty-five dead bodies without the circumstance coming to the notice of 


so many police officers. The accident took place through the carelessness of the 


pointsman. 
(h)— General. 


38. The Sahachar, of the 29th June, has the following :— 


All India has perceived by this time that harm 
BB ag ull abolition of the instead of good has resulted from the Public 
, Service Commission. The Statutory Civilians have 


acted very properly by refusing to take the barfi which was so alluringly set 
before them by Government. Under the pretext of enrolling them in the 


Provincial service, Government 1s trying to bring them down to the rank of 
non-covenanted officers, and it does not require much shrewdness to see through 
this dodge. No Government has been, up to this time, able to play at hide-and-seek 
with its people and keep its honour intact at the same time. That Government 
whose subjects have no power over it ought to conduct itself in a manner which 
will make it impossible for its people to doubt its honesty. Asiatic rulers may 
be despots, but they never break the promise which they make to their subjects. 
European diplomacy—and it is great good fortune that the Bengali language 
has no word for it—is possible in a country where Government is conducted on 
party principles. In such a country any deception practised by the party in 
power does.not give rise to much comment. For then, the party in power and 
the party opposed to it enjoy equal power and are a match for each other. 
This being the case, the party outwitted has to blame itself if it is deceived. 
But in India the Government is all in all, and the people count for nothing, 
The latter have, to speak the truth, no rights and privileges, for the rights and 
wiley 6 which they enjoy can be taken away from them any moment. : 

ing the case, conduct which gives rise to no comment in a country. ruled by a 
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nment becomes distinctly out of place in a country like India, where 
Se euneal has it all its own way. The Statutory Sieve can be dispensed 
= “¢ the Civil Service examination is held in India. But not to hold that 
» amination here, and to abolish the Statutory Service at the same time, will be 
% unjustifiable thing to do.. Government will probably defend itself by 
at public opinion, was in favour of the abolition of the Statuto 
“vices But no man was, as a matter of fact, for the unconditional abolition 
> that service. Again, considering. that the Government in this coun 
scareel ever does anything in accordance with the wishes :of the people, its 
appeal to public opinion in any question has clearly an air of mockery about it. 
ihe writer is glad to learn that an agitation against the abolition of | the 
Statutory service has ‘commenced in the mufassal. Let protest meetings be 
held in Calcutta, Dacca, Allahabad; Lahore, Bombay, Madras and other places, 
and Jet the British Indian Association, the Indian Association, Sarvajanik 
Sabh4 of Puna and other public bodies take up the matter in earnest. As 
Mussulmans were elso getting appointments in the Statutory Service, even those 
among them who have kept aloof from the og ao should have no objection 
to jo the agitation. Lord Cross and the Government of India cannot 
certainly repeal or override a Parliamentary Statute. Parliament has been 
dissolved and Mr. Gladstone’s return to power will make matters: better in 
England for this country. Again, as Lord Salisbury had a considerable hand in 
the enactment of the Statute of 1870, the contingency of His Lordship’s return to 
power need not cause much anxiety in this connection. It is much to be regretted 
that though Government sees that India of the present day is not India of the 
olden time, and that the Indian people are subjecting every one of its actions to 
criticism, it still persists in the most reprehensible course of breaking its word. 
It is hoped that it will do justice before the complaints of the people are carried 
before it. Unfortunately Mr. Bright is not living now. It was at his instance 
that Lord Lytton began to give effect to the Statute of 1870. But Mr. Glad- 
stone still lives, and if the present matter is represented to him, he will not 
allow an indolent badsha of a Secretary of State and a weak-minded Viceroy 


and some old type Civilidns to’ break England’s pledge to-India. | If Lord: 
Duffeen had now been: Viceroy of India, he would not have thought-of breaking ' 
: a bO teebdesamogrs Jomera oid .sotei toto om boeuas 


89. The same papet refers to'the resolution of the Government af > India : 


that pledge. 


' ory: ~e. Vins gat pe Bi > exeny dea , a | : 
Mr. Wheeler's case. in Mr. Wheeler’s:.case, and observes as: follows :-~, 


-\ Mir Wheeler has been, in'a ‘manner, :-white-: 


. . e . ” ? 
Government is creating a very bad precedent. No executive authority can possibly 


decide a question, like the one involved in Mr. Wheeler’s case, in anything like 
the way in which it can be decided by the highest court in the land. This, at 
any rate, 1s the belief of all English citizens. Mr. Wheeler was found guilty 
by some executive officials too. But as Mr. Wheeler is a Civilian and as his 
conviction is likely to discredit the Civil Service, the Civilian members of . the 
Government of India have given their decision acquitting him on the most 
— charges. But the writer must say that this decision will not be respect- 
ully accepted by the people. They have by their decision in this case shown 
disrespect to the High Court. : 
40. The Hitavadi, of the 80th June, referring. to the decision of the Gov- 
Mr. Wheeler's case. ernment of India in Mr. Wheeler’s case, observes 
as follows:— 
a A High Court of the North-Western Provinces found evidence to justify 


washed by the. Government of India. By whitewashing him im. this = 


' 


lef that Mr. Wheeler did not write his judgment before passing sentence 


whieh rome case; and that evidence was scrutinised by the Commission, 


mint of concurred in the view taken by the High Court. But the Govern- 
that aie has nevertheless found no evidence to convict Mr. Wheeler on 
he te i, : As regards the last charge against him, many had thought.that 
Sena » dismissed from the service on that grrr alone. But the Gov- 
hms India has seen nothing in the case that could justify its taking that 

Som = Mr. Wheeler has nevertheless been compelled to retire on pension. 
his day, 2, °W°Ver, be no punishment for Mr. Wheeler, for he will now pas 
Govern 2 Peace at home. The writer is at a loss to see what has led 

ent to upset the decision of the Commission in this matter. | 
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41. The same paper cannot admit the correctness of the statement mado 

in reference to the Bangavasi case in the recent 

The Government on the Bangae (Government Resolution on the Police Administation 
pont Report of Calcutta for the last year, that the 
charge against that newspaper under section 500 was abandoned because it 
was found untenable. The fact is that that charge was abandoned by order of 
the Court, and in spite of the protest of the Government Counsel, and Not, as 


stated in the Resolution, because it was found untenable. 


The memorial on the Hurdwar 42. The Navayuga, of the 30th June, believes 
affair. that nothing will come of the British Indian 
Association’s memorial to the Viceroy on the Hurdwar affair. 

43, The same paper has always expressed the opinien that justice can- 
rita? not be looked for when the offender isa white 
sunlit Civilian; and this has been proved by the decision _ 
of the Government of India in Mr. Wheeler case. Mr, Wheeler has been | 
acquitted by the Viceroy, and the four charges against him arising out of Devi 
Prosad’s case, have been rejected as false. As regards the fifth charge, it is 
denied that it is of a character justifying Mr. Wheeler’s dismissal from the 
service. And so Mr. Wheeler has been acquitted. If those for whom the golden 
isle of Lanka (Ceylon) is. intended are to go to jail, who shall enjoy theinselves 
in that golden isle ? ' 
i 44, The same paper has the following :— 
ashen cease Many people sili Sir Charles Elliott's devo- 
tion to duty and sense of justice, but His Honour’s acts do not show that he 
deserves the praise. It was complained against Sir Rivers Thompson that he was | 
a favourite with the Civilian body ; but Sir Charles is not much inferior to Sir — 
Rivers in this respect. The following acts of Sir Charles, viz., the appointment 
of Mr. Nolan {o the Commissionership of Rajshahi, the appointment of a junior 
Civilian like Mr. Risley to a Secretaryship, and the appointment of Mr. Maude | 
to officiate for Mr. Buckland, prove His Honour’s partiality and favouritism. 
When Sir Charles Elliott was Chief Commissioner of Assam, Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson was Judge and Commissioner in that province and a great favourite of 
His Honour. For this reason, Sir Charles from the day of his accession to the 
Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal, has been trying to bring Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson to Bengal, and the Pioneer now says that by the month of August next 
Mr. Luttman-Johnson is sure to get a Divisional Commissionership in pre-— 
ference to the claims of senior men. Does all this prove Sir Charles Elliott’s | 
devotion to duty or sense of justice ? 

Government’s decision in the 45. The Banganivasi, of the 1st July, has the 
Wheeler case. following remarks on Government’s decision in the 
Wheeler case:— ) 

The writer has never had any faith in Commissions, and arvry egg! when 
a Commission was appointed to enquire into the charges against Mr. Wheeler, 
he thought that Government was only taking measures with a view of putting 4 
varnish on the stains cast on Mr. Wheeler’s name asa Judicial officer by the Judges 
of the Allahabad High Court, and what the writer thought has been realized, 
if not fully, at least ina very large measure. After pcs wav the report sub- 
mitted by the Commission, the Government of India has thought fit to acquit 
Mr. Wheeler of all the graver charges, finding him guilty only on a minor count, 
and has still, as if with the view of placing its character for uprightness above 
question or cavil, compelled Mr. Wheeler to resign the service. The decision has 
taken ever poy Ay surprise. If‘ Mr. Wheeler has been acquitted of the —_- 
which involved his honour and integrity as a Judge,” why has sucha heavy pen ty | 
been inflicted upon him ? The writer does not see how the Pioneer can support 
this action of the Government. Mr. Wheeler should not certainly be 80 heavily 
punished for the small offence of not re larly submitting the records of & civil 
suit. Indeed, it is hard to explain why so heavy a punishment has been 
inflicted on a white civilian for an offence so trifling. The writer is at 4 loss 
to account for this sudden awakening of the spirit of righteousness 10 the 
Government of India. It is believed in certain quarters that Government has 
been fully convinced of Mr. Wheeler’s guilt on the more serious charges ort 
but does not say so because it wants to save Mr. Wheeler from the effects of 4 


severer sentence. But even if this be true, the writer will not, as 4 Hindo, 
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object to the lenient 
nature has ; tg pane ew which 
Surely & man’s eaknesse has be 
his lif future 0 sand M en actor 
Oe ught not t r. Wheeler i rded to M 
But when it 18 con id ieee completel is not abov r. Wheeler ; 
for purity to its Civil sidered that y marred f e human fai 3 for 
ynishm Servl ° (Jo or a allin 
compa ¥ has been tbo it bec ee ae ‘shi $10 gle tg 
or a small mis — light Joa sak gives a high 
are enjoyin f supplicati got a co endra N r. Wh “4 
, Wheeler’ ying their Pa ation Compass ath B eeler’s 
tirement r’s term of servi ll pensi , while Me ionate all anerji Ww 
would  aghages by him gh was rotten 1 in Rawlend. Chetiend, “Wil of wale 
see dell ve rly ° a ) , 
9 the deed wader oe i og ae A ita close, And consi Wileon, an , 
the stan ard inflicted s heavil ment ? ; co = that 
Such hal of moralit on Mr. W punish It is not mpulsory 
eniency toward J. which = heeler ha ed; all h that the re 
ry Pea on the 8 This dies profess ed b not been a wants to writer 
nda to form or part of tha t ‘son civilian IY the Go accor dan Bay is 
0 —s entertain a an - of offici a is not Ph ra some ip A _ with 
° i : S ; a ; 
Gover 7 Samodd P y high opinion of th will it ind to check arbi 
Pon sane g  decisio ° rabhakar the Go uce the ° a 
Ss case. n in the eibhens of the 1st J vernment’s caked 
Mr. Whe officers and a natives . the case wy , Says th ndard 
Babu § eeler has esc nother for it o think th i Mr. Wh at Governm 
am Lcumeet sa. oe a ole ie: sdet Gik tend he 
mad Whee ao oe jodim iri 
he tao ad High C uce in his a the oe P eet t to aoe its 
1 th how 
of the ch . o the contra ourt and of wn defence ervice. Wh ose on whi 
ges br ry, th the G e, that, in spi heme ich 
7 The oe Songs, ee Gn overnmen ae spite of ee argu- 
y, of the Ist Me ronment thou ae ak Wea 
dan ch sor St ion voles to. ght fit to acq tng 
regards E. eit ta aa o native am oheerves es into the > relating to 
ky sis ard _ * nether toad sth ~— Soichiates 
can tt rasia pprenti eith ; & 
Ng nar sacha apprenti My sock ut en er tho FA. or th 
beantifel as those — s showing th iceships. I not pass ony be diff e B.A. 
to be “4 g the kind oa this ? —_ the F.A : attained a i, for ae in 
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the Gazetteof India. But is there any prospect of promotion for thes 
sepoys? If they had been Europeans, most of them would have been 
made Captains and Colonels. But it is the crime of colour which mars 
pects of the sepoy. 
50. The same paper has the following :— 
There is a Medical Officer attached to eyo, 
Medical Officers on board Assam gtegmer daily plying between Goalundo and pvt | 
peers The duties of this officer, who is styled « Modical 
Officer in charge of emigrants,’ are to look after the health and comfort of the 
coolies and to treat them when vm § fall sick. It will be, however, more proper 
to call these officers “Steamer clerks,” for owing to the faulty arrangement, 
made by the steamer authorities, they are made to do so much clerical work that _ 
they have little time left to do their legitimate duty as Medical Officers, Again 
more importance is attached to their work as clerks than to their work gs’ | 
doctors. The death of acooly on board a steamer does not give them muck 
concern. They submit a death report, and the matter ends. But the oceyr. 
rence of any mistake in the accounts, or in the delivery of goods at any station 
makes them liable to fine and deduction of pay; so that a cooly’s life is neces. 
sarily considered less valuable than the goods placed under their charge. There 
have been instances in which, while the Medical Officer of a steamer wag bys 
looking after the landing of passengers and goods ata station, some helpless 
cooly in the steamer was dying of cholera, and there was no one to give him a | 
drop of medicine. Large numbers of coolies from the famine-stricken provinces | 
are at present going by these steamers to the labour districts in Assam, and there 
is every probability of cholera breaking out in the steamers. It, therefore, | 
behoves the authorities to appoint a clerk to each of these steamers, and thus 
make it possible for the Medical Officer to attend to his proper and legitimate | 
work of looking after the health of the coolies. : 
51. The same paper says that for a long time past complaints have been | 
heard against the officers of the Assam Postal Ser- | 
vice. ‘They are charged with making an invidious — 
distinction between Bengalis and Europeans in the matter of promotion, None | 
but Europeans have any expectation of getting the superintendentships. The 
two Bengalis who have passed the prescribed examinations have not yet been 
appointed Superintendents. Indeed, the Assam Postal Service stands in need of | 
many reforms. In Sylhet and Cachar the work of inspection of schools is ably | 
performed by one Deputy Inspector. But for the two places in Assam, where | 
similar work had been so long done by one postal Sub-Inspector on Rs. 120 3 
month, the authorities have now appointed two European Superintendents | 
and three Inspectors on an aggregate pay, including allowance, of Rs. 1,7208 | 
month. Merit is not rewarded in the Assam Postal Department, It behoves 
the Director-General to pay a visit to Assam. Mr. Pilkington has long been 
in this province, and it is extremely desirable that he should be transferred 
elsewhere. 2, 
52. The Bangavdsi, of the 2nd July, says that the Lieutenant-Governor 
seems very much annoyed at the discharge of 8 
large number of prisoners in the Shambazar not 
case. ‘Till very recently, however, there was 00 
indication that the Lieutenant-Governor was so annoyed, and it is in the Police 
Resolution, published only the other day, that His Honour’s displeasure on this 
score has found expression, But the displeasure has been expressed chiefly 
reference to the Judge who tried the case. His Honour says that in the» 
of the third batch of prisoners “the jury returned a verdict of acquittal, 
which the Judge, to the Lieutenant-Governor’s great regret, accepted, not 
thinking it advisable to refer the case to the High Court.” Perhaps, after 
ministration of this rebuke, the Judge will conduct himself in a manner whi 
will please His Honour. And there can be no doubt that though the adoption | 
by judicial officers of the course indicated by the Lieutenant-Governor may 
lead to failure of justice, it will secure a good administration of the country. | 
63. The same paper is not at all satisfied with the half-hearted decision 
ssed by the Government of India in the case ad 
encnmeets Soltee ® Me Mr. Wheeler, District Judge of Jaunpore. It wo , 
is have been better if Mr. Wheeler had been wholy 


© heroic 
probably | 
the PIOge 


The Assam Postal Department. 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
Shambazar riot case. 
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. ase le would have been able to put some interpretation, 

let off, for 19 a aa akon of the Government of India, and the 9 of 

-nment would at any rate not have suffered as it has in consequence 

that wi ‘on it has passed. As it is, neither the honour of Mr. Wheeler, nor 

ofthe oa the Allahabad High Court, nor even the prestige of the Govern- 
the ey" Jia itself has been consulted in the passing of that decision, 

at’ The Hitakari, of the 3rd July, says that, besides the 5-anna zamindar 

- Arms Act in OF Langail in the Mymensingh district, many other 

Vie oT abeaivision of the zamindars of the same sub-division, and even many 

H sgh district. ordinary people, will be found to possess fire-arms, 

qords and other weapons without licenses. 


HITAKaRI, 
July 8rd, 1892, 


=5, Referring to the reply given by the Government of India to the pami-o-Samacuar, 


petition of the British Indian Association in regard 
the Government of Indiaonthe +4, the Hurdwar affair, the Dainik-o-Samachar 
Hordvar aftr Chandrika, of the 8rd July, says that the public 
bodies should submit no more petitions on the subject to the Supreme Govern- 
nent, for the Viceroy’s Secretary has plainly told the petitioners that it is His 
Frcellency’s belief that no oppression was committed on the occasion of the 
breaking up of the fair, and that the breaking up of the fair was an absolute 
necessity. The Government of India has hardly acted like an unbiassed judge 
by advising the petitioners to collect further evidence in the matter, and giving 
judgment 1n the case at one and the same time. It has, in fact, by so doing, 
acted like a judge who advises an appellant to adduce further evidence in his 
case, but tells him at the same time that he is convinced that he has no cause of 
complaint, Ought an unbiassed judge to act in this way? And what will 
petitions to the Viceroy avail after such a reply? 

56. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd July, says that the following informa- 
tion, which he has obtained from a reliable source, 
shows how women fared at the hands of the police 
on the occasion of the breaking up of the fair at Hurdwar :— 

It has transpired in the course of the trial of a case in the district of 
Bareilly, that a woman went to the fair accompanied by her husband ; that she 
was pretty looking and had ornaments on her person; that she was separated 
from her husband by the police, and found herself alone and without a pice in 
her possession ; that wicked people, who represented themselves as her friends, 
took her to various places on various pretexts; that she at last fell into the hands 
of the police, and a Musalman constable confined her in a room for several days ; 
and that ultimately a Hindu police officer came to know of the matter, and 
rescued her with much difficulty. And who shall say how many cases of ill- 
treatment of women and violation of female honour like this occurred in conse- 
quence of the sudden and forcible breaking up of the fair. Government may not 
be directly responsible for these consequences, but it is surely its duty to punish 
the official by whose order such things came to pass. If that officer is not 
punished, people will think that Government, instead of protecting the Hindu 
religion, is encouraging those who desire to destroy it. The writer wishes to 
now how Government intends to deal with the Hurdwar affair, 

07. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 4th July, refers to the reply 
i jiceroy on the British given by the Government of India to the Memorial 

momenen's Memorial. of the British Indian Association on the subject 


Ag oppression at the recent fair at Hurdwar, and observes as 


The Hurdwar affair. 


The writer cannot say what the Association will do now. But it is his 
1 belief that a little enquiry will prove to the Association that gross 
pression was committed by the police at Hurdwar. Hundreds of witnesses 
hy voluntarily forward, and give evidence if Government only encourages 
— 080. Moreover, as Government itself has been blamed in the matter, 
sbelje not the people, ought to take up the task of inviting witnesses. But by 
and akin’ the story of oppression before making any enquiry on the subject, 
Vj; cetoy a od Association, too, to disbelieve that story, the Secretary to the 
ill protest in a beds oi wrong thing. It looks as if his object is to discourage 
with re Writer thanks the Viceroy for his expression of regret in connection 

persion of the fair, His Excellency has evidently failed to 
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e the depth of the feeling which has been awakened in the hear 
the Hindus, in consequence of the dispersion of the fair, for, if he had it 
able to gauge the whole depth, he could not have contented himself with a m : 
expression of regret. His Excellency evidently does not know what value the 
Hindus attach to their religion and religious practices. The Consent Act 
the Hurdwar affair are the results of this ignorance on the part of the View m 
The British Indian Association has been directed to send its memoria] theengl 
thé Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces. But as the Lindi 
ant-Governor is himself the person accused, the propriety of sending throuch 
him an application which impeaches his conduct may be questioned, iy 
Viceroy has asked the Association to collect evidence on the subject: but why 


does not the Viceroy appoint a Commission, consisting of both natives ia 
Europeans, and ask it to institute an enqury into the matter ? 


68. Referring to the ec ta that Mr. Phillips has been granted 

ot privilege leave for one month and fifteen da , 

Grant of leave to Mr: Phillips Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 7th July,” sx 
that Government should not have granted leave to Mr. Phillips just at the 
moment, nor should # valiant civilian like Mr. Phillips go away on leave , 


such atime. The writer is sorry to see Mr. Phillips act in so cowardly a 
manner. 


IIJ.—L&cIs.ative. 


59. The Bunganivdsi, of the Ist July, sees no qualifications for which 

Mr. Lambert’s appointment to Mr. Lambert has been appointed a Member of the 
the Bengal Council. Bengal Legislative Council. If Mr. Lambert had! 
been a mufassal officer, he would, by this time, have risen at the most to the 
rank of a District Superintendent of Police. But no District Superintendent of 
Police has ever been thought fit to be made a Member of the Bengal Council. 
Mr. Lambert is said to have been a great friend of Sir Steuart Bayley, but 
not even Sir Steuart ever attempted to bring him into the Council; and the 
writer is at his wits’ end to make out what special qualifications in Mr. Lambert 
have induced Sir Charles Elliott to elevate him to his high position. 


60. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd July, says that the Bengal Legislative 
ao Council is mostly composed of European and official 
Po aapamatancca of the Bengal members, while the one or two natives who have} 


seats in that Council possess no knowledge or 
experience of the mufassal. So that it is almost certain that there will be 10. 


proper and careful discussion of the Chaukidari and Municipal Bills which ae’ 
now before that Council. A Bill to amend the Chaukidari Act was once before 
introduced in the Bengal Council when Mr. A. M. Bose was one of its members, 
but unable to answer his able and powerful arguments, Government could not 
pass the measure at that time. But who will fight like Mr. Bose this time? 


61. The same paper has the following in an article headed: “If the 
oe chaukidar is made the village police, why should 
oit* Chaukidari Act Amendment we pay the chaukidari tax ?”:—The Bengal Govern’ 
ment is resolved on passing the Chaukidari Bill, and 
the ruler of Bengal, it seems, will know no rest until he can place all Bengal 
within the firm clutches of the police. If we had seen that the police was pr 
serving the peace of the country, that under the administration of the police 
thefts and dacoities were fast disappearing from the land, and that people were 
enabled to live in the undisturbed enjoyment of their goods and chattels, we 
would have doubtless regarded with great pleasure the stationing of a police fore 
in every village in Bengal. The establishment of a school, a post-office oF ® 
hospital in a village fills its inhabitants with delight. The school-master teaches 
our boys to read and write, the post-master places in our hands letters written 
by our friends from distant places, and the doctor saves our lives in sicknes | 
And if the police had, in the same way, done us delectable service by as 
our life and property from the inks of thieves and dacoits, all Bengal wou’ 
this day have been rejoicing to hear of the establishment of police outposts ™ 
every village. The advent in the villaye of the school-master, the post-master, 
and the doctor is hailed with joy; but the villager trembles at the very name ° 
the police. If the Chaukidari Bill is passed into law, the chaukidar will becom 
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, member of the regular police of th . 
igh lice offi b es under oppression 
igher po cers, but oppression by these lowest offi committed by the 
sit ly intolerable. Under the police in the shape of cers of the police will be 
“lf fnd it extremely diffcalt to preserve tilt P of the chaukidar, the villagers 
hat all Bengal is alarmed to he eir honour and jut. fence it i 
ar of the new Chaukidari Bi ce it 18 
The Lieutenant-Governor and his Chief Pena ari Bill, 
only Uy placing the chaukidar in direct salbtiedtinatio seem to think that it is 
m g him a servant of Government that a ree ¥ "ye the Magistrate, and 
en gal can be rendered possible. T q a r 2 good administration in 
chaukidar should cease to be the servant of the villas ore of opinion that the 
of the Government. But Government would ne 8 aly and become. a servant 
if it had been able to see the plight to which > ag ave formed such an opinion 
making the chaukidar one of its regular prem aes would be reduced by 
unable te practice oppression publicly is becaus h on coe ek eee 
and purposes the servant of the villagers But “4 “fo present to all intents 
realise that he is a member of the regular olic . ay the chaukidar comes to 
true colours and ruin the village by dal poem e will reveal himself in his 
we know all this that we are protesting against th "Aaukida And it is because 
because the Lieutenant-Governor 's Chief § aukidari Bill, and it 1 
that th and his Chief Secret * 
~ ey are resolved upon passing the measure in di etary do not know all this 
ir Charles Elio t and Mr. Cotton are b - in disregard of all oppositio 
realise the real con soggy “ote mbm foreigners and as such are unable to 
it only too well, and therefore it is that the and yo they think thes they reatiee 
in a pee yng vx of the Geveaneut. are anxious to make the chaukidar 
course, the Bengal Government -— a 
Bengalis and establish chaukidars ~ bend oo the opposition of the 
is the n hi Py ead can in fact, do wvhlae " Thee . eS 
the good of keeping up that cl ikes. But we ask wh 
which in past times po p that cloak of a panchayet? Th vans 
te adnielieion ogem considerable power in “ae nH panchayet 
i hee etn on ag now under British rule almost mm wae Oe 
i i. aan a“ small modicum of power which a nominal exis- 
O out to be tak ich had been s0 lo 
panchayets for nothing? F en away. Why then go Bree, 
thenkides tte oni g or the panchayet will have n go on appointing 
Se ese eee os be Oe ae 
very grave objection h . 
th jection has been 
oa Bo rgd + = ee the ames ot. thesia eo grven’/ ~— * 
suited to pay his salary ? In other words, if the ee re ee 
be considered . ice and the servant of the Magistrate, th ee eee 
Ram? und to pay his salary. e, the villagers should not 
ty —“ ? Why should the vil ey — Shyam pay the salar of 
a toga e general revenues of Government, f upon to pay taxes, which 
village Bare bi Fg country, and again a tax Ang be bo a ees 
ro ; Fe is, as it were, th aintenance of th 
Sir os P ey “| d ye the Pn lly Ae yy ne BA pore Both on 
oubt] and his Chief Secret _ought to be repealed. 
rai . the force of this pe sv pete, snteaeet men and will 
ts e servants employed in Bhs . J ir Charles can exercise no 
a Pay , tele salaries. His Honour ial ‘a Charles therefore is not 
therefore hee e municipalities exercise no Bastia y understands Cis simple 
police. If = exempte from all liability to Py ver the Pp olice; they have 
ground. to 9 Chankidect Tin hencmes law he wil or the maintenance of the 
, o be exempted from all liabili , the villagers ought, on th 
» have iability to pay the chaukidar1 , e same 
fle said only that which appears conson : - dar 1 tax. 
evertheles may or may not pay heed tous. I ant to justice and dharma. 
ministrati we conceive it to be our duty t tell t may do anything it likes 
Takin ; — a good or a desirable thing Goreenment thet eubburdust 
8 lakhs of rupees is rai salary of a chaukidar to be Rs. 4 a 
e chaukidars, Ce ee from Bengal every year ro a month, & sum of 
revenue for th Sir Charles Elliott and Mr, C a ing the salaries of 
dari ¢ e sake of justice ? . Cotton be able to f : 
ax, and the divedinn th Spe oa of 48 lakhs of rupees as he " <9 
e VI chauki- 
villagers of all powers over the chaukidar, 
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are ideas between which there can be no agreement or reconciliation. If Go. 
vernment is really resolved upon making the chaukidar a member of its regular 
police, and if that is really what John Stuart Mill would advise it to do, forego 
the 48 lakhs of rupees which are now raised as the chaukidari-tax, abolish that 
tax altogether, and thus grant relief to the poor villagers. 
62. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 3rd July, says that Lord 
nin Harris is determined to deprive the poor people 
ee of Bombay of one of their food articles by passing 
the Mhowa Bill in disregard of all public opinion. His Excellency said that 
the same importance was not to be attached to the representations of the Press 
in India as was done to the opinion of the Press in England. The writer hag 
long come to perceive the tendency of the Indian administration to assume 
a despotic character, but he had been hitherto unable to say this openly. And 
now the Governor of Bombay has removed all doubt on the point by clearly 
stating that ho was determined to act in utter disregard of public opinion. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


63. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 27th June, says that the stoppage of the 
— export of food-grains from Mysore has greatly 
The prevailing distress. celal prices in that State. A similar step within 
British territory would greatly alleviate the prevailing distress and make people 
forget half the burden they bear under a foreign yoke. 
64. The Navayuga, of the 30th June, says that relief operations are still 
eG going on in Bihar. Traders and zamindars have 
prelief_worksin Bihar and also opened relief works in several places, and those 
_— that are employed in these works are better off 
than those employed in Government relief works, for they are being remu- 
nerated at a higher rate. Government having closed its relief works at Dinaj- 
pur, people there are suffering great inconvenience. 
65. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st July, says that in a recent case of 
he aa Ss fice theft in the Raipur -thana in the district of 
nee in the district of Bankura, 11 people, charged with the offence, said 
rina that they took to that course after having passed 
four or five days without food. This case alone proves the prevalence of scarcity 
in that part of the district. But so long as the Magistrate of the district does 
not send a report stating that there is scarcity in it, no one must admit its 
existence. The attention of the Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 


Distress in the Jalpaiguri 66. The Sudhakar, of the Ist J uly ’ has the 
district. following :— | 


(1) Scarcity is prevailing in a most acute form in the Jalpaiguri district. 
People there are literally getting no rice to eat. The situation will be very 
critical indeed if Government does not render speedy relief. It is strange that 
the Lieutenant-Governor should stay at Darjeeling, and yet take no notice of © 
the distress prevailing at the very threshold, so to say, of his residence. 

(2) One A. U. Ahmed, writing from Jamadarpara vid Phansidewa post- 
office, in the same district, says that scarcity is prevailing fiercely in that place. 
People are selling off their cattle and household utensils at nominal prices, but 
not even purchasers are easily found, Unless Government comes to the relief 
at once, people will surely die of starvation by thousands, for most of them are 
already living on roots and leaves of trees. 

67. Acorrespondent of the Prakriti, of the 2nd July, says that scar- 

city is still prevailing in the following villages 
Scarcity in the Diamond Har- within the jurisdiction of the Diamond Harbour 


pn Dy Ae tga . the 24-Par- sub-division of the 24-Parganas district :— 


Dhanbere, Ratnesvarapur, Gouripur, Hatigan), 
Basrani, Brishagachhi, Joyaru, Sehardaha, Kamalpur, Usadpur, Maloncha, Mainap, 
Ambalhanda, Fears, Taldanga, Dagira, Busuldanga, Netra, Sultala Baga, 
Mirpur-chousa, Krishnarampur, Jokabatlas, Lakshmipur, Debepur, Singbere, 
Srihat Panchga, Belurbada, Napara, Chanda, Banamalipur-Kabira, Durgapur, 
Maruibere, Hanskhali, Badartola, Gobindpur, Kalinagar, Ramchandrapur, 
Narbari, Durganagar, Bore, Bhagabatipur, Dhulagot, Natminse, Barada, 
Bolsidhi, Gainhat, Sarisa, Bunarat, Harindanga, Paruniya, Ramrampur, and 
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| The following persons in the village of Narbari haveno means 


P urkait, 
68. 


“a vg correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd July, says that 


scarcity in-a severe form prevails in villages 
within the jurisdiction of the Nawabgan} thana in 
the Dacca district. Work is not available at this time of the year, and cooni 
rice, which used to sell at Rs. 2-8 and Rs. 2-10 per maund, is now selling at 
us 3-4—Rs. 3-6. Paddy is selling at from 19} to 22 seers per rupee. The 
scarcity is leading people to various crimes. 


VI.—MIsScELLANEOUS. 


70, The Sudar-o-Mufassal, of the 28th June (s. new paper), has the follow- 
ing in an article headed “ Do not make a second 
Ireland of Bengal”:— 

The time has come when the officials, the zamindars and those educated 
natives who are in the habit of taking thought about their own country, should 
direct their attention to the very important fact that native society in Bengal is, 
atthe present time, showing unmistakeable signs of lawlessness and disintegration. 
Just as a boy who has no guardian or teacher to look after his education and 
character grows up lawless and refractory, so 8 community becomes lawless and 
disorganised if it ceases to be controlled by its natural leaders, Now, the natural 
leaders of Bengali society have ceased to lead it or to possess any predominant 
influence over its members. The masses in this country long owned the sway 
of the pundit class, but the English-speaking native youths have destroyed 
the influence of that class, and leadership has accordingly passed out of its 
hands, The peasantry of the sage who constitute the best part of its popu- 
lation acknowledged in the past the leadership of the zamindars, but English 
legislation in India has undermined the influence of the zamindar class; so 
that while the old natural leaders of the native community in Bengal have been 
deprived of the position which they occupied in the country, nothing has been 
done to raise others to that position. The English-speaking natives were fitting 
themselves for the leadership of the country, but their endeavours in that direc- 
tion were not considered deserving of encouragement, and they have been told 
hot to proceed further. Nor do the officials seem anxious tu become the leaders 
of the natives. Most of them do not like to come into contact with the people 
ot this country whom they look down upon. The fact is, it is one thing to 
s’vern a country by means of laws and regulations, and quite another to be- 
‘ome the leader of a people by conquering their head and their heart. 

mM he consequences of this state of things have begun to slowly manifest 
dee Already the subject of school-boy immorality has attracted the 
ne _ of the authorities. But the danger which now threatens Bengal will 
aad averted in this way, or by so simple a means. Unless measures are 
to restore the pandit and the zamindar to the status which they 
st Occupied in native society, peaceful Bengal may any moment become 
2 er Ireland—a scene of civil conflict and internal dissension. The mufassal 
me ne are one by one coming over to Calcutta to live there; and it will be 
utter a therefore, if absentee landlordism, which has brought about. such an 
should ‘strangement of feeling between landlord and tenant in Ireland, 
ca Produce a similar result in Bengal also, and make of this peaceful 
*Y 2 second Ireland. 

The a © same paper says that the causes of the present water scarcity in 
tearcity iste present water this country are (1) insufficient rainfall due to the 
ES hee destruction of forest and jungle over vast tracts of 

'Y; (2) diminished frequency and reduced violence of floods owing to 
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insufficient rainfall, and the diversion of river water for irrigation purposes al] 
over India by the excavation of canals; (3) gradual elevation of the land and 
river beds in Lower Bengal by silt accumulations brought down by the inunda. 
tions of the rivers from the Upper Provinces. 
72. The Pratikar, of the lst July, is very sorry that Mr. Collier the 
Mr. Collier, Magistrate of Ker- Magistrate of Berhampore, has been transferred to 
hampore. the 24-Parganas. Berhampore has seen few Magis. 
trates so good and able as Mr. Collier. __ 
73. The Bankura Varpan, of the Ist July, says that it is very desirable 
that the authorities should now and then visit places 
in the mufassal. But if, while paying such visits 
they do not hear the grievances of the people, or disbelieve the existence of 
those grievances after hearing them, it would be better for them not to png 
such visits at all. Some officials, while touring through the mufassal, think 6f 
nothing else besides curtailing expenditure, increasing taxes, and devising facilities 
for the collection of revenue. It is rumoured that the Special Deputy Magistrate 
of Bankura, in charge of the Cess Department, intends to increase the taxes of 
the people of this forest district. A latrine tax is also about to be imposed. Let 
the people complain to our Lieutenant-Governor when His Honour comes to 
Ban = The Collector of Bankura is asked to interfere on behalf of the 
eople. 
: 4, The same paper has a Bengali poem written by a correspondent wel- 
A poem welcoming the coming the Lieutenant-Governor to Bankura, and 
Lieutenant-Governor to Bankura. © asking His Honour to remove the scarcity from 
which the Bankura people are suffering, and to reconsider the question of 
abolishing the Bankura zilla school. If the people are to be loyal, they’ must 
receive a good education. , 
75. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 2nd July, gives a case of 
cooly recruitment by fraudulent means. In this 
case an arkati induced by false promises of employ- 
ment a native of the Patna district to come down with him to Calcutta, and 
having taken him to, a cooly depét left him there. The man soon found out 
what was in store for him, and having managed to leave the depdt, went about 
begging in the streets of Calcutta. 


76. Another correspondent of the same paper draws the attention of the 

Two high-handed Europeansin Chief Commissioner of Assam to the rudeand over | 
Shillong. bearing manners of two Europeans in Shillong, one 
of whom recently abused, without any provocation, certain native schoolboys | 
playing on the polo grounds in that place, and the other, who is a military officer, | 
is in the habit of exacting salaams from every native he comes across. If — 
Government really finds it impossible to make these men mend their ways, It — 
should appoint a separate playground for native boys. 


77. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 5th July, has the following 


The late Sir William Mansfield 97 the currency question :— 

on a gold currency in India. Whatever the aim or intention of the Currency 
Association may be, it should be clearly understood that the carrying out of its 
proposals will mean the introduction of a gold currency into [ndia—a currency 
that is most unfit for India, and which has, on that account, never been 
adopted in this country. Attempts were made before this to introduce a gold 
currency into India, but they failed. It was Mr. Laing who first propo 

such a currency for India, but his project was vetoed by the Secretary of 
State. Again, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, backed by Sir Bartle Frere, 
then Governor of Bombay, made a similar proposal during the administration 
of Lord Lawrence. The proposal was strongly supported by Sir Wilham 
Mansfield, then Commander-in-Chief of India, who also wrote a minute, recom 
mending the introduction of a gold currency into this country. But, 10 sm 
of Sir William’s support, the scheme was rejected as one that was not feasible. 
The question being now revived, the supporters of a gold currency og tt ha 


The mufassal tours of the officials. 


A cooly case. 


to make capital out of the support lent to it by Sir Bartle Frere and Sir W1 
Mansfield. The Englishman in a recent issue quoted from Sir William’s minute, 
pal advised the adoption of a gold currency in India on the following 
grounds :— 


(1). A small quantity of gold can be made into a large number of coils, 
which will therefore be more portable than coins made with other metals. 


( 695 ) 


9), Gold does not wear out so easily as other metals, and gold coins will 

f be more lasting than other coins, and loss from this cause will conse- 
poe? be very much less in the case of gold coins than in that of other coins. 
3). A gold currency will considerably diminish Mint expenditure. 


The writer will meet these arguments seriatim :— 


1). Everybody knows that gold coins are more portable than silver 
13 It is also true that in a rich country like England, where nobody is 
rs ‘Jered a gentleman who does not carry at least one wetted in his pocket, 
au currency is the fittest to adopt. But in a poor country like India, where 
6 n a gentleman hardly carries a rupee in his pocket, a gold age | is not 
tkely on account of the better portableness of gold, to prove a source of parti- 
cular ‘convenience to the country. So, in urging this view, Sir William only 
showed how wofully ignorant he was of this country and of the condition 
le, 
. a Hy Tt is well known that gold wears out less than silver. But in this 
connection, Sir William should have considered the vast difference between 
the values of the two metals. One ratz of gold is equal in value to twenty- 
tve ratis of silver, and Sir William certainly required to be bound for some 
time a8 an apprentice to a goldsmith, if he did not know that. With all the 
advantages which gold possessed over silver in the matter of wearing 
away, one rate of gold, at any rate, must wear out in the time in which silver 
lost twenty-five ratis from the same cause. In this connection, the writer would 
also point out the loss which would arise from the missing of coins. In a rich 
couatry like England, a five-sovereign piece is the biggest gold coin, and the 
smallest is a half-sovereign piece. But in a poor country like India, the biggest 
gold coin would be a two-sovereign piece, and the smallest a quarter-sovereign 
piece, A half-sovereign piece would not be much bigger in size then a four- 
anna silver piece, and a quarter-sovereign piece would hardly be bigger in size 
than a two-anna silver piece. The people of this country, poor as they are, 
will have more frequeut occasion to use the smaller than the bigger gold coins, 
and did Sir William Mansfield ever take the trouble to ascertain how many 
two-anna and four-anna silver piecesare annually lost in India by missing? 
But the missing of one half-sovereign piece would mean fifty times as much 
loss as the missing of a four-anna silver piece. 
(3), According to Sir William Mansfield the adoption of a gold currency 
in India would considerably diminish the Mint expenditure. This means a 
very small number of gold coins will suffice for India. But the writer has 
already shown in previous articles that in England Rs. 1,00,00,000 worth of 
gold coins are in currency, and in India at least Ks. 4,00,00,000 worth of gold 
coins would require to be put in currency, as the population of India is full ten 
times as large as that of England. - And so Sir William’s view that the Mints 
will, by turning out a smaller number of coins, require less expenditure is proved 
to be fallacious. Nor has Government to complain of its present expenditure on 
Mints, for it fully recoups itself its loss of money on that score by the margin of 
an anna and a half which it keeps in coining every rupee by keeping back that 
welght of silver from the weight of a rupee and substituting for it baser alloy. 
Sir William Mansfield, whilst advocating a gold currency for India, said 
that that was the fittest currency for a rich people. It is clear, therefore, that 
Sir William must have taken India to be a rich country like England; and that 
it was his stupendous ignorance that led him to recommend a gold currency for 
4 country in which the cowrie is still a medium of currency, and the majority 


: veers people seldom see a silver rupee, aye, for the matter of that, even bits 
opper, 


78. Referring to Sir William Hunter’s statement in an English journal 
win that the material prosperity of India has vastly 
Posperity und une ig began increased under British rule, the Sulabh Dainik, of 
ee aco the 6th July, says that it is true that India has 

2 ig under British rule in so far as railways and telegraphs, schools and 
: Heer and things of that kind are concerned. But it is undeniable that the 
Wilke the Indian population now get only one full meal a day. And will Sir 
sal m call this happiness and prosperity ? The fact is that, under the English 
poor, y ndia is well-off as regards showy and non-essential things, but very 


ly off as regards the things that make real happiness. 
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Uriya Papers. 


79. The Samvadvanika, of the 9th June 
outlook in the that the agricultural operations in the | 
district are going on well. . 
80. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of,the 8th June, and the Samvadvahitg of 
the 9th June, observe with sorrow that cholera is 
| decimating the people of Balasore. ‘he forme; 
states that in some villages about 300 people died of the fell disease in a single 
day. The latter states that about 50 people belonging to villages situated at 
small distances from the Balasore town died of the disease within ten days. 
81. The Kuapal correspondent of the Utkaldipika, of the 11th J une, points 
out that men and women are being starved to 
death for want of food, and in support of his state. 
ment mentions the case of a weaver, who, though 
30 or 32 years old, died of starvation in the Balichandrapur market, as he had 
taken no food continuously for three days. 
82. The sections of the Municipal Act authorizing municipalities to levy 
latrine fees having been extended to the Balasore 
Municipality, and the rates of fees levied by that 
municipality having proved oppressive, a monster 
meeting was held in the Balasore town to criticise the actions of that muni- 
cipality, and to adopt remedial measures. This has divided the Balasore 
community into two parties—one supporting the municipality, and the other 
opposing it, It is said that the Commissioners of the Balasore Municipality, 
including the Chairman, have taken opposite sides, and have made their views 
known to the public through the columns of their respective organs, the Uriya and 
Navasamvad and the Samvadvahika, two weeklies issued from Balasore town, that 
are now engaged in finding each other’s fault. : 
83. ‘The Samvadvahika, of the 9th June, suggests an increase of the 
2 rere number of Government senior scholarships assigned 
cholarships in Orissa. 


to Orissa, on the ground that the existing number 
is. quite inadequate to meet the requirements of the province. 


AssaAM PAPERS, 


reports 


Agricultural Balaso 
re 


Balasore district. 


Cholera in the Balasore district. 


Distress and death from starva- 
tion. ‘ 


Municipal quarrels in Balasore 
town. 


84. Referring to the Chief Commissioner’s proposal to select candidates 
for the Sub-Deputyship in Assam by an open com- 
titive examination, the Paridarshuk, of the 27th 
une, says that though graduates of the University | 
may be expected to appear at this examination, it is not very likely that the 
distinguished among them will doso. ‘The Chief Commissioner will therefore 
be ill-advised to select men for the Extra Assistant Commissionerships from the 
rank of Sub-Deputies appointed by such examination. There ought to be two 
separate examinations as in Bengal, one for the Sub-Deputyship and another for 
the higher posts. 
85. The same paper says that repeated complaints are being received 
regarding the administration of the Education 
Department in Assam. The unusual delay in the 
publication of the scholarships list in Assam this 


The proposed examination for 
Sub-Deputyships in Assam. 


The Assam Education Depart- 
ment. 


year is inexplicable. 

86. The same paper says that the rivers Lona and Manu do great damage 
to the crops every year by their floods in the Kanm- 
ganj and Maulayi Bazar sub-divisions. The people 
of these sub-divisions submitted a petition to the 
Chief Commissioner in November last, asking him to protect them from these 
floods, but no reply has yet been received, 

_ 87. The same paper complains of the very low standard of efficiency 

Inefficiency of the Subordinate Prevailing in the Subordinate Judicial and Execu- 
Judicial and Executive Services tive Services in Assam, and dwells specially on the 
as neem. incompetency of Babu Kedar Nath Sannyal, Extrs 
Assistant Commissioner, for the post he occupies. Government is acting very 
ill-advisedly in vesting these inefficient officers with high judicial powers. Only 
the other day an old hakim of the town summarily sentenced a man fo 
eighteen months’ imprisonment, not knowing that a sentence in a summary trial 


Floods in the Sylhet district in 
Assam. 
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